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13 Utilities

Introduction
In order for the district to function efficiently and effectively it is important that provision is
made for utilities.  Placement or siting of buildings, structures or the carrying out of work,
such as excavation, can have adverse effects on the environment which must be avoided,
managed or mitigated.

The provisions of this Chapter apply to all activity areas.  Utilities are not required to comply
with the provisions of Chapters 4, 5, 6 excluding 6C to the extent that it applies to
telecommunication facilities supported on the tower of the existing administration building
on the Avalon Studios site, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 14I.  However, utilities must comply with other
provisions of the Plan.

13.1 Issue, Objective and Policies

13.1.1 Provision for Utilities

Issue

Utilities are essential for the proper functioning of the district and it is important provision
is made for them. Establishment, operation and maintenance of utilities can have adverse
effects on the environment and these must be avoided, managed or mitigated.

Objective

To enable utilities to be established throughout the district in a manner that adverse effects
on the environment are avoided, managed or mitigated as far as practicable.

Policies

(a) Where practicable, economic and technically feasible, utilities should be established
within roads and road reserves.

(b) To ensure where practicable, economic and technically feasible, utilities such as
pipeworks and cabling, are established underground.

(c) Where practicable, economic and technically feasible, to ensure utilities which have
to be established above ground level are sited in locations where they are not obtrusive
visually and do not detract from amenity values of the area.

(d) Where practicable, economic and technically feasible, to encourage the co-siting and
sharing of facilities.

(e) To co-ordinate the placement of utility services.

(f) To ensure that utility services are sited so that they do not affect adversely the health
and safety of residents, occupiers, road users, and the general public.
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(g) Where utility services are no longer required the sites should be left in a safe and tidy
condition.

(h) In the case of above ground utilities or major underground utilities, the Special, River
and Passive Recreation Activity Areas and the coastal environment as shown in Map
Appendices 2A, 2B, and 2C are environmentally sensitive areas and as far as
reasonably practicable, should be avoided.

(i) Ensure that a suitable site is available for wastewater treatment and water services to
meet the needs of the community.

(j) Ensure the provision of an appropriately sized and located site for the construction
and operation of a booster pumping station adjacent to the line of the existing main
outfall sewer.

(k) Where practicable, economic and technically feasible, electricity transformers and
water pumping stations should not be located within the Primary or Secondary River
Corridor of the Hutt River.

Explanation and Reasons

Utilities are essential for the proper functioning of the district and the region. Therefore, it
is important that there are district-wide provisions for utilities in the Plan. Utilities can have
adverse effects that must be avoided, managed and mitigated.

Many utility services are located within roads and road reserves and it is desirable that
Council encourage this approach. In most cases the placing of utility services within road
or road reserves will have less adverse effects on the environment than other locations.

Utilities placed above ground can have adverse effects on the amenity values of an area.
This is especially the case where there are a large number of  utilities located above ground
that visually can clutter up an area. To enhance the appearance of areas it is important that
utilities are placed underground where this is practicable and technically feasible and the
natural character of the area is not affected adversely.

Where utilities cannot be placed within roads and/or underground it is important they are
placed in locations that are not obtrusive visually. Where possible substantial structures in
prominent locations, such as ridge tops, should be avoided as these can have adverse effects
on the amenity values of an area. Careful evaluation should be made of alternative sites
and/or routes in determining the location of utilities.

Where practicable and technically feasible the co-siting of utility services can help reduce
adverse effects on the environment and lead to a more efficient use of land.

It is desirable to co-ordinate the placement of utility services in order to control congestion
of services and reduce the disruption caused by construction and maintenance.

Some utilities can have adverse effects on health and safety and/or be a nuisance to residents
and occupiers. It is important that these utilities are sited appropriately or placed such that
adverse effects are managed and controlled.

With the lack of maintenance the visual appearance of disused or abandoned utilities above
ground can detract from the amenity values of an area and could pose a health and safety
hazard to residents. It is important such disused utility services are kept in a tidy and safe
condition.

Utilities in certain environmentally sensitive locations, such as the Special, River and Passive
Recreation Activity Areas, and the identified coastal environment, can have adverse effects
which need to be managed and controlled. It is important that all proposals are assessed
carefully and that special criteria apply to ensure that there are no adverse effects on the
environment.  It is generally inappropriate for electricity transformers and water pumping
stations to be located within the Primary and Secondary River Corridors of the Hutt River,
to minimise the possibility of disruption to service after a flood event.
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The provision of a suitable site for full treatment of wastewater and ancillary activities is
essential for the development of an upgraded wastewater system for the Hutt Valley in a
way that avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse effects.

The provision of a suitable site for the booster pumping station is an integral part of the
development of an upgraded wastewater system for the Hutt Valley. It will allow the
conveyance of treated wastewater in a way that avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse effects.

A comprehensive Assessment of Environmental Effects has been prepared for the wastewater
treatment plant and the pumping station. This report includes the measures that need to be
undertaken to avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse effects.

13.2 Rules

13.2.1 Permitted Activities
The rules listed below apply to utilities in all activity areas. Therefore the provisions of
Chapters 4, 5, 6 excluding 6C to the extent that it applies to telecommunication facilities
supported on the tower of the existing administration building on the Avalon Studios site,
7, 8, 9, 10 and 14I do not apply to utilities. However, utilities must comply with other
provisions of the Plan.

(a) In all activity areas, underground utilities in roads or road reserves, except high
pressure gas lines with a gauge pressure of more than 2000 kilopascals.

(b) In all activity areas, except in the Special, Passive and River Recreation Activity Areas,
and the identified coastal environment, all underground utilities (except high pressure
gas lines with a gauge pressure of more than 2000 kilopascals).

(c) In all activity areas, utilities listed below which are above ground level and within
roads and road reserves:

(i) Street lighting poles,

(ii) Traffic signals and equipment (including surveillance cameras),

(iii) Traffic signs

(iv) Street furniture,

(v) Parking meters and parking control equipment, including “Pay and Display
Booths”,

(vi) Those utilities associated with and required for the proper functioning of roads.

(vii) Equipment cabinets associated with and required for the proper functioning
of underground telecommunication lines.

 (d) In all Residential, Commercial, Rural Residential, General Recreation, and Community
Health Activity Areas, and at the Melling Substation site ( Pt Sec 37 Hutt District, SO
18961) any above ground utility (excluding above ground lines;  in the area  shown in
Appendix Central Commercial 1 of the Central Commercial Activity Area and in
Area 2 of the Petone Commercial Activity Area, masts and antenna for
telecommunication, radiocommunication and broadcasting; and in the Central
Commercial Activity Area and in Area 2 of the Petone Commercial Activity Area,
antenna utilised for network utility purposes and their attachment structures where
attached to an existing building) where buildings and structures:

(i) Have a ground coverage of less than 50m2, and

(ii) Have a height up to and  including 3m.
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(e) In the Avalon Business Activity Area Sub-Area 1, and the General Business Activity
Area, except as shown on Appendix General Business 1, all above ground utilities
including lines above ground conveying electricity, and lines as defined by Section 2
(1A) of the Telecommunications Act 1987 and radio communications, where buildings
and structures:

 (i) Have a ground coverage not exceeding 200m2; and

(ii) Have a height up to and including 15m.

This shall include all pole mounted equipment such as transformers, fuses, switches,
cable boxes, reclosers and the like.

In the Avalon Business Activity Area Sub-Area 2, and the Special Business Activity
Area, all above ground utilities including lines above ground conveying electricity,
and lines as defined by Section 2 (1A) of the Telecommunications Act 1987 and radio
communications, where buildings and structures:

(i) Have a ground coverage not exceeding 500m2;

(ii) Have a height up to and including 20m for the Special and Extraction Activity
Areas and Avalon Business Activity Area Sub-Area 2 (Avalon Studios site);
and

(iii) Have a height up to and including 15m for the Avalon Business Activity Area
Sub-Area 2 (National Film Unit site).

This shall include all pole mounted equipment such as transformers, fuses, switches,
cable boxes, reclosers and the like.

(f) In the area shown in Appendix Central Commercial 1 of the Central Commercial
Activity Area and in Area 2 of the Petone Commercial Activity Area, masts and antenna
for telecommunication, radiocommunication and broadcasting purposes providing
they:

(i) have a height up to and including 30m; and

(ii) are a minimum distance of 50m from a residential activity area.

(g) In the Central Commercial Activity Area and in Area 2 of the Petone Commercial
Activity Area, antenna utilised for network utility purposes and their attachment
structures where attached to an existing building.

(h) In all activity areas except the River Recreation Activity Area, recycling depots on
roads with a speed limit not exceeding 50 kph.

(i) In all activity areas any culvert.

(j) In all activity areas, irrigation systems, open drains and channels for the conveyance
of water.

(k) In all activity areas, footways, cycleways, accessways, and service lanes.

(l) In all activity areas, existing utilities plus their operation, maintenance, minor
upgrading and removal.  This condition does not apply to roads (see rule (m) below).

For the purposes of this provision,  minor upgrading means an increase in the carrying
capacity, efficiency or security of electricity, telecommunication and
radiocommunication facilities utilising the existing support structures or structures
of a similar scale or character, and includes:

(i) the addition of circuits,  conductors and cabinets not exceeding 1.2m in height
and 1m2;

(ii) the reconditioning of the line with higher capacity conductors;

(iii) the resagging of conductors;

(iv) the addition of longer or more efficient insulators;
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13.2.2 Controlled Activities and Restricted Discretionary
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13.2.2.2 Restricted Discretionary Activities
��� �������/������	�����������
�����/�����/������	�����=�������/�
���	���������������	�

+���	
�$
	���	��$���������$��������=�������2��������)�������������������	�����	�
�������������������
������������
	��
�	���
����	
��
���
	�������������������	��
	����
����� ��	� ��
���� 1*��� �
��� �
���� ��
����� ���� ���������	��� � ������	� ��

� ��
	�����������������������	

����
��������������
�����������	
�������

��� �������/������	�����������
�����/�����/������	�����=�������/�
���	����������������	�
+���	
�$
	���	��$���������$��������=�������2��������)��������������������������
%�
	���� 1� 7)$8� ��� 	
������
������
�	�����$
	� )('&� ���� ������ 
������
�	����



Utilities Page 13 8

����������	
����
�����������������

���������	
����������
���
	��������������	�����	��
	������
���������	���������
��	���
����1*�����
���
	���	
���	����	�����
�����	���
�������"����������	���

��� �������/������	�����������
�����/�����/������	�����=�������/�
���	���������������	�
+���	
�$
	���	��$���������$��������=�������2��������)��������	���	����7��
�������������
������������@����	
���������
�������$�����������	����������
����)�����	
�����	���
������
����$
	���	��$�����������$����1����	
����	����������
����$
	���	��$����
���	��������	���������	���
������
�	����������
������
�	�������������
��	���@
�������	
�����	����������
����$
	���	��$�����������$����1����	
����	����������
���
$
	���	��$�������	������	������� ������	������	���	��������������� 	
�����		�

���	
�	��
	������
�����		�

���	���������	������������8���
�������������������	��
	����9

7�8 
�������������
����������
�������1**�������

7��8 �
����	
��
���
	���
�����'����	�������	��������
�������1*��

��� ���	
��=�������/�����$
	���	��$�������	���
�������	
������	������
���	�������������	�
������������������	���	���� ��
������� �������������������
������������
	��
�	������
��������������������%�
	����1� 7)$8���� 	
������
������
�	�����$
	�)('&����������

������
�	�������
�������������������	��
	����9


�������������
����������
�������1**���

�
����
������
������������������	���� ������	���

����	�����������������������	

���

��������������
�����������	
�������

��� /����
������
�	������	���
������
�	��������������
��	������
���	������������
��	��
�	��
	������� ������	������ ������	�������������
�

�������	���	
���������������
���������
�

������	��
��������	
�	
�����
�����������		���$
	���	�������	�����
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(vi) Where the construction or maintenance of the utility involves disturbance of
the ground, at the completion of the work the ground must be reinstated, as
far as reasonably practical, to the condition existing prior to the commencement
of the work.

(vii) The extent to which adverse effects on the amenity values of adjacent working
and living areas of buildings can be avoided, remedied or mitigated.

(d) Landscaping and Screening:

Where practicable utilities above ground level or at ground level and not on road or
road reserves must be landscaped and screened from adjoining properties. Particular
attention must be paid where utilities adjoin or face living or working areas of
buildings.

(e) Health and Safety:

(i) All utilities shall comply with NZS 2772.1:1999 Radiofrequency Fields: Part 1
- Maximum Exposure Levels 3kHz - 3000GHz, and with NZS 6609.2:1990 -
Radiofrequency Radiation: Part 2: Principles and Methods of Management
300kHz -100GHz or any subsequent standard.

(ii) Compliance with the Hazardous Facilities Screening Procedure (HFSP)
standards is required.

(iii) Utilities which produce electromagnetic fields shall be sited or designed to
comply with the maximum reference levels of electromagnetic fields as
tabulated below:

Electric field Strength 5 kV/m
Magnetic flux Density100 microtesla (also expressed as 1,000 miligauss)

(f) Noise:

Utilities must comply with the relevant maximum noise standards for the activity
area where they are located.

(g) Lighting:

Any  floodlighting must be directed away from adjoining properties, be predominantly
contained within the boundaries of the site.

(h) Odour:

Odour emitted must have no adverse effects on surrounding residents and occupiers.

13.2.3 Discretionary Activities
(a) In all activity areas, the construction of new roads including roads within the meaning

of section 43 of the Transit New Zealand Act 1989 and other associated facilities.

(b) In all activity areas, including the Special, Passive and River Recreation Activity Areas
and the identified coastal environment all above ground lines for conveying electricity
where buildings and structures exceed 20m in height.

This shall include all pole mounted equipment such as transformers, fuses, switches,
cable boxes, reclosers and the like.

(c) In all activity areas, recyling depots on roads with a speed limit exceeding 50kph.

(d) In all activity areas, including the Special, Passive and River Recreation Activity Areas
and the identified coastal environment all new lines as defined by Section 2 (1A) of
the Telecommunications Act 1987 and radio communications where the height of all
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buildings and structures including antennas exceeds 20m with satellite dishes
exceeding 5m in diameter.

This shall include all pole mounted equipment such as transformers, fuses, switches,
cable boxes, reclosers and the like.

(e) In all activity areas, including the Special and Passive Activity Areas, and identified
coastal environment, utilities not listed as Permitted, Controlled or Restricted
Discretionary Activities.

(f) Utilities listed as Permitted Activities but failing to comply with the specified
conditions, but excluding radiocommunications, telecommunications, broadcasting
facilities and associated structures, equipment and equipment buildings  which are
otherwise provided for.

(g) In the Special, Passive and River Recreation Activity Areas, and identified coastal
environment, all utilities listed as Controlled and Restricted Discretionary Activities.

(h) In all activity areas, electricity transformers and water pumping stations in the Primary
or Secondary River Corridor of the Hutt River.

13.2.3.1 Assessment Matter for Discretionary Activities
Applications for Discretionary Activities will be assessed against the matters contained in
sections 104 and 105, and in Part II of the Act shall apply as well as the following matters:

(a) The proposed location, site and route.

(b) The external appearance and design of structures and buildings.

(c) The availability and feasibility of  alternative sites and routes, including underground
locations.

(d) Reasons for the particular choice of the site and route.

(e) The likely adverse effects on the health and safety of residents/occupiers in the district.

(f) The impact the amount of earthworks has on the existing natural landform of the
area and the extent to which amenity treatment can ameliorate the effects of
earthworks.

(g) The landscaping and screening provided to screen proposed buildings or structures.

(h) The effect on amenity values, especially visual amenities. The matters that will be
taken into account include the scale of the facility, the height of the buildings and
structures, the separation of buildings and structures from adjoining properties, the
impact on ridgelines and view planes from public places.

(i) The noise generated and the impact on adjoining properties.

(j) The odour likely to be emitted and the impact on surrounding properties.

(k) The effect on Maori cultural values.

(l) The likely adverse effects of any lighting on adjoining properties.

(m) The adverse effects on existing trees, vegetation or bush areas.

(n) The adverse effects on the natural and physical resources, ecosystems and their
constituent parts including people and communities.

(o) The extent to which the installation has been designed and will be maintained to
prevent pollution or contamination of ground or water bodies.

(p) The adverse effects on the natural character of the area.

(q) The likely impact on electricity transformers and water pumping stations, and
therefore the provision of those services to the City, in a flood event.

(r) The likely impact of new roads on floodplain management.
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